I'wasn't having any. I had my own views about the Reeves,
but I knew that Waring and the Old Man had been talking
to people about the thing and wasn't sure what they'd said.
1 just shook my head and said something about seeing the
figures first.
Old Holland gave an extra loud snort and said:
"God make me patient Have you ever seen a tank?"
"Yes."
"Well, they move don't they? They crawl about. They
zigzag. They don't like being shot at and they try to get out
of the way. They don't just drive in a straight line posing for
their photographs while you shoot at them with your bloody
contraptions."
I said, "You don't think the Reeves Is easy enough to
lay?"
<" I think the type of chap we've got to use wouldn't get a
moving tank in his sights in a week,"
" Reeves chap was hitting them all right."
"Of course he was. What is he? A trained engineer who's
done nothing but muck about with that thing for months;
even now he has a hell of a job with it. You people seem to
think that if you can train a research chap to do something in
a laboratory by six months' hard practice, we can train aa
ex-farm hand to do it in the field in ten minutes. Your feet
aren't on the ground, you scientific chaps. That's your,
trouble/*
I didn't say so but this was just what had struck me. The
thing was pretty, but darned complicated. All the same I was
sorry Holland had taken against it. If Waring and the Old.
Man were for it, it would mean another row, and I was sick,-
of rows. As far as I could ever see, whenever we had a row
with one of the services, we were always right. De&d right,
except that they had to use the stuff and trust their lives to it,
g^fcereas we hadn't
"I never quite understand about your outfit," said old
Holland suddenly. "What d'you call yourselves?"
" I don't think we call ourselves anything/' I said. *' We're
just Professor Mail's research group."
"Who d*you come under?"
"Nobody* Professor Mair has a lot of contacts, of cours'e,
He's an old friend of the Minister's."
" Ohy I know that? said old Holland. " I've got reason to*
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